
The ribbon cutting for Hampton 

Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority’s (HRHA) Old Point Homes 

was held on March 16th.  On hand to 

celebrate were HRHA‘s Vice Chair, 

Louis Morris; Hampton City Mayor 

Molly Ward; US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) Field Office Director John E. 

Hall; Dr. William Edward Fuller, Senior 

Community Housing Officer, Virginia 

Housing Development 

Authority (VHDA); and 

Chris Sterling, Development 

Advisor, Virginia 

Community Development 

Corporation (VACDC).   

 Old Point Homes is 

HRHA‘s first new 

construction development 

since 1992.  Prior to its acquisition in 

2007 by HRHA, the site was a mobile 

home park.  HRHA worked to relocate 

the residents to safe, decent and 

affordable housing.  Hampton City 

Council approved the rezoning in 2008.  

Financing for the development was 

funded with replacement housing funds 

from HUD and low-income housing tax 

credits from VHDA.  Through 

syndication with VACDC, the tax credits 

generated $4.2 million in funding for the 

project.  Construction began in February 
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2010 and Certificates of Occupancy were 

issued by the City in February 2011. 

 Old Point Homes is the first small 

planned community which includes 

residential units for rent and sale, as well as 

street and other infrastructure 

improvements.  Situated on 3.2 acres of 

land, Old Point Homes is currently 

comprised of 18 two-bedroom and 9 three-

bedroom homes in five separate buildings 

anchored by a community area and green 

space.  The development is a 

green community and is one 

of the first certified by 

EarthCraft in Hampton.  Five 

of the homes embrace the 

principles of Universal 

Design.  These principles 

incorporate the needs of 

physically challenged 

individuals, to include wider doors and 

hallways; easier to operate latches, light 

switches, and appliances; and user-friendly 

bathrooms and kitchens.  The 

environmental footprint is decreased 

through the use of a Filterra Box, which 

incorporates trees and shrubs into the 

Filterra design to create a cost effective 

solution for storm water runoff.   

 Plans for the next phase of Old 

Point Homes include 6 single family 

homes and a resident clubhouse.   
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Growing up in the 

70‘s, there was a 

popular TV show 

called ―Hee-Haw‖ 

which starred Buck 

Owens and Roy 

Clark and featured a 

familiar tune 

entitled, ―Gloom, 

Despair, and Agony 

on Me.‖  The lyrics go on with, ―… 

deep dark depression and excessive 

misery.  If it weren‘t for bad luck, I‘d 

have no luck at all. Gloom, despair, and 

agony on me.‖  Those lyrics may 

summarize the feelings of many in our 

industry as we brace for severe cuts in 

our housing and community 

development programs.  Reductions are 

forthcoming.  The challenge is:  how do 

we ―Sustain Success in Changing 

Times‖?  Here are a few thoughts. 

 

First, we must evaluate our 

organizations.  We must look at our 

strategic plans, programs, operations, 

policies, personnel, and financials in an 

effort to identify added efficiency and 

additional cost-saving measures.  For 

those public housing authorities that 

have adopted asset management, much 

of this information should be readily 

available.  Additionally, consider the 

impact that the cuts will have on your 

partner agencies.  Maybe an existing 

memorandum of understanding needs to 

be updated.   

 

Secondly, we must ensure that 

our staff is well versed in what the 

changes are.  It is prudent to anticipate 

that there will be new initiatives, rule 

changes, and, in some instances, newly-

proposed regulations.  We must ensure 

that we get the technical assistance that 

is needed from our local HUD Field 

Office and pursue training opportunities 

that are characterized by their 

effectiveness, quality, and cost 

reasonableness.  

And, finally, we must do a better 

job of telling our story.  Print and 

television media should not be forsaken 

nor should new media forms such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Skype, and others be 

overlooked.  We must continue to 

communicate the impact that our 

programs are having on families and our 

communities.   

 

We need to ensure that we are 

reaching out to our local, state, and 

federal officials to keep them informed of 

our successes.  It is not enough to pursue 

legislators at a legislative conference.  We 

must cultivate those relationships year-

round.  In addition, we must encourage 

the families that we serve to make contact 

with their elected officials to express how 

much of a difference our programs are 

making in their lives and in their 

communities.   

 

The approaches utilized to sustain 

success in these changing times will be 

many and varied.  I encourage all to it 

make it a point to share your success 

stories.  The VAHCDO Review is a great 

resource for sharing them.  If you want to 

showcase a project, the upcoming Annual 

Conference is a great venue.    

 

Let me finish by saying, 

―THANK YOU‖ to our members, partner 

organizations, vendors, and others for 

your support., and I look forward to 

seeing you at an upcoming event.   

 

Dewayne Alford 

President, VAHCDO 
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VAHCDO will sponsor a 3-day Housing Choice Voucher/Public Housing Rent Calculation training with Nan 

McKay and Associates, June 14 – 16, 2011 at the Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel in Norfolk, VA.  The trainer 

is Gail Gillispie, Nan McKay and Associates.  Some of the topics to be covered are Overview of HUD-50058 

Form, Annual Income, Assets, Adjusted Income Calculation, Verification and Case Studies. 

 Registration:  $725.00 per person (includes examination) 

Hotel Registration Information: Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel 

     777 Waterside Drive 

     Norfolk, VA 23510 

     757-622-6664 

     Room Rate:  $92.00 single/double plus taxes. 

Contact Valerie Hill Neal at 757-928-2620 or vneal@nnrha.org for more information.   

mailto:vneal@nnrha.org
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HUD Richmond Field Office Director John Hall 

joined US Congressman Bobby Scott in 

announcing that Norfolk is among 17 cities to be 

awarded the first Planning Grant funding through 

the HUD‘s new Choice Neighborhoods Initiative.  

Norfolk will receive $250,000 to transform St. 

Paul‘s Quadrant into a new viable and sustainable 

mixed-income neighborhood.  ―This grant will go 

a long way to revitalizing three neighborhoods in 

the greater St. Paul‘s Boulevard area.  Because of 

the input of citizens, local stakeholders, and other 

collaborative partners, this grant will help us 

create a more sustainable community and a 

stronger Norfolk,‖ said Congressman Bobby 

Scott. 

The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative is a 

centerpiece of the Obama Administration‘s 

interagency Neighborhood Revitalization 

Initiative – a collaboration between the 

Departments of Housing and Urban Development, 

Education, Justice, Treasury and Health and 

Human Services – to support the ability of local 

leaders from the public and private sectors and 

attract the private investment needed to transform 

distressed neighborhoods into sustainable, mixed-

income neighborhoods with the affordable 

housing, safe streets and good schools every 

family needs.  HUD‘s new Choice Neighborhoods 

Initiative will promote a comprehensive approach 

to transforming distressed areas of concentrated 

poverty into viable and sustainable mixed-income 

neighborhoods.  Building on the successes of 

HUD‘s HOPE 

VI Program, Choice Neighborhoods will link 

housing improvements with a wider variety of 

public services including schools, public transit and 

employment opportunities.  ―The Choice 

Neighborhoods Initiative expands on the bipartisan 

success of the HOPE VI program by recognizing 

that we must link affordable housing with a mix of 

incomes and uses with quality education, public 

transportation, good jobs and safe streets,‖ said 

Regional Administrator Jane C. W. Vincent. 

 Norfolk was among 17 successful planning 

grant applicants who demonstrated their 

intent to transform neighborhoods by 

revitalizing severely distressed public and/or 

assisted housing while leveraging 

investments to create high-quality public 

schools, outstanding education and early 

learning programs, public assets, public 

transportation, and improved access to jobs 

and well-functioning services.  HUD focused 

on directing resources to address three core goals:  

housing, people and neighborhoods.  ―Norfolk 

Redevelopment and Housing Authority appreciates 

this vote of confidence from the Obama 

Administration and HUD to carry out this 

important planning work,‖ said Shurl Montgomery, 

Chief Executive Officer.  ―We will work diligently 

with the City of Norfolk and community partners to 

finalize a plan our citizens will embrace with 

pride.‖ 

NORFOLK AWARDED CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING GRANT 

http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/programs/ph/cn/


Norfolk Green Building Achieves LEED Gold Certification  

Installing water efficient 

landscaping plumbing fixtures 

Establishing controls for indoor 

air quality and monitoring 

 The building floor plan 

was developed to take full 

advantage of natural daylight 

by orienting the main axis of 

the building to face south.  

Smart lighting controls monitor 

occupancy and lighting levels 

and turn off the lights when 

rooms are unoccupied.  During construction, 

approximately 70% of building materials 

were recycled.  The building process also 

uses: (i) structural insulated panels which 

are made by sandwiching a core of rigid 

foam insulation between two structural 

skins of oriented strand board 

resulting in lower heating and 

cooling costs, (ii) double-

glazed, low-E windows which 

reduce heat loss but admit solar 

gain, (iii) low volatile organic 

compound (VOC) paints, (iv) 

high efficiency geothermal heat

-pumps to absorb free heating 

and cooling out of the earth and 

deliver it into the building, and 

(v) solar panels on the roof and 

connected to the domestic hot 

water system building.  The site features 

extensive permeable pavement - clamshell 

paths and special pervious concrete parking 

spaces - as well as three erosion and 

sediment control storm water ponds which 

allow rainwater to soak into 

the ground and not produce 

excess run-off into the river.  
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 The Norfolk Redevelopment & 

Housing Authority’s (NRHA) Grandy 

Village Learning Center (GVLC) has been 

certified gold by the US Green Building 

Council‘s Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED) rating 

system, making it the first such building in 

the City of Norfolk.  Opened in September 

2010, the 15,000 square foot, $4.1 million 

GVLC is 30% to 40% more energy efficient 

than conventional buildings.  The GVLC 

showcases state-of-the-art environmental 

design wetlands reclamation, as well as 

aquatic education and recreation on the 

Elizabeth River.  It is utilized by NPS and the 

Head Start program to offer pre-school 

classes and to serve as a learning center to 

study the river ecosystem.  It offers a 144-

foot pier, a wetlands pavilion and nature trail, 

a canoe and kayak launch area, and meeting 

space for special events.   

 The project is a model environmental 

partnership between NRHA, Hampton 

Roads Transit, the City of Norfolk, 

Norfolk Public Schools (NPS), the Army 

Corps of Engineers, the Elizabeth River 

Project, the Virginia Marine Resource 

Commission, and the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration.  The center 

was built by Henderson Incorporated 

(Williamsburg, VA) and designed by NRHA 

and RRMM Architects (Chesapeake, VA). 

  To achieve LEED Gold, 

NRHA and its partners concentrated on the 

following: 

Preventing construction activity pollution 

and material waste through the purchase of 

local and regional building materials and 

recycling 

Locating the building site near public 

transportation and providing reserved 

parking for fuel-efficient vehicles 

Maximizing natural light and utilizing 

lighting controls, as well as solar and 

geothermal heating systems 
Wetlands pavilion – observation pier and the 

Elizabeth River Project‘s  Learning Barge beyond. 

Building Sign, porous paver walkway, and 

building main entrance beyond 

Building Sign, porous paver walkway, and 

building main entrance beyond 
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Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta Announces New Advisory 

Council Members 

Federal Home Loan Bank of 

Atlanta (FHLBank Atlanta) announced 

that it has appointed two new members to its 

Affordable Housing Advisory Council 

(Advisory Council), one of whom is Clarissa 

Johnson McAdoo who currently serves as 

executive director of the Suffolk 

Redevelopment and 

Housing Authority.  Ms. 

McAdoo is the Authority‘s 

lead administrator for tax-

exempt bond initiatives for 

the creation of affordable 

multifamily housing 

developments statewide and 

the lead strategist in 

neighborhood revitalization 

efforts.  She previously led 

community development initiatives at the 

Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority.  Over her 32-year career, Ms. 

McAdoo has held positions with several 

municipal governments in Virginia and 

Maryland.  

 FHLBank Atlanta offers 

competitively-priced financing, 

community development grants, and other 

banking services to help member financial 

institutions make affordable home 

mortgages and provide economic 

development credit to neighborhoods and 

communities.  It is one of 12 district banks 

in the Federal Home Loan Bank 

System which since 1990 has 

contributed more than $4 billion to 

the Affordable Housing Program. 

 FHLBank Atlanta‘s Advisory 

Council comprises representatives 

from a diverse group of community 

and not-for-profit organizations 

actively involved in providing or 

promoting low- and moderate-income 

housing and community lending 

within the FHLBank Atlanta district.  The 

Advisory Council provides advice to 

FHLBank Atlanta‘s Board of Directors 

regarding ways in which the Bank can 

enhance the effectiveness of its housing 

finance and community lending mission.  
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It is on of the 

Federal Home 

Loan Bank System 

which contributed 

more than 4 billion 

to the Affordable 

Housing Program 

Information Available on Housing Affordability in Virginia Localities 

SOURCEBOOK, launched in 

November, is the comprehensive, 

interactive Housing Virginia resource 

for housing affordability for Virginia 

communities. It now has been updated 

to include recently released housing 

price data to reflect the median price of 

housing through the third quater of 

2010. In addition the SOURCEBOOK 

data has been updated to reflect the 

latest American Community Survey 

data from the US Bureau of Census.  

The Housing Affordability 

indexes have all been recalculated 

through the 3rd quarter of 2010 to 

reflect the most current housing cost 

data and estimates of Household 

income available. All of the charts and 

maps illustrating the characteristics of 

housing affordability have been 

updated incorporating this new 

information. 

  While there was little change in 

overall housing affordability statewide 

between the 2nd and 3rd quarters of 2010 

the new Census data for 2009 indicates a 

steady increase of households that are 

paying more than 30% of their income 

for housing. Now over 1,000,000 VA 

households, or 35.8% of all households, 

are now cost burdened. This has been a 

steady increase of slightly less than 1% 

per year for the last 5 years. Check out 

how housing affordability has change in 

your locality.   

 

SOURCEBOOK continues to be the 

most reliable, comprehensive and most 

current source of information on housing 

affordability for your area. Go to 

SOURCEBOOK at 

www.housingvirginia.org for the latest 

housing information on your community. 

http://www.housingvirginia.org


VirginiaHousingSearch.com 

 VirginiaHousingSearch.com is making 

it easier for prospective tenants to connect with 

landlords.  Since its 2009 launch, this VHDA-

sponsored service has become a key 

information resource on rental units in the 

Commonwealth with more than 54,000 units 

logged into the system.  The free online service 

receives an average of 550 daily visits from 

tenants searching for units currently vacant and 

available for rent.  

Virginia Housing Search was created 

to increase access to online information about 

rental housing options for Virginians.  Helpful 

tools let tenants search for rental homes by 

preference, such as size and location.  The can 

also use the median income calculator and 

affordability tools to find properties in their 

price range.  

In addition, VirginiaHousingSearch 

features a call center that assists tenants 

looking for housing, as well as landlords who 

want to open a free account and list units.  

Landlords can log on 24/7 to update 

listings or mark them as rented.  ―I love 

this website for a lot of reasons, but 

one of the main ones is the reminders I 

get from call center representatives to 

verify the accuracy of my vacant 

rentals.  They‘re a great time 

management tool—especially on those 

days when I‘m really busy,‖ said Tina 

R., assistant manager of a large 

property in the Williamsburg area.   

  Both 

VirginiaHousingSearch.com and its 

call center offer services in English and 

Spanish.  The call center is available from 9 

a.m. – 8 p.m. Monday through Friday and can 

be contacted toll free at 877-428-8844. 
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VHDA Planning Grant Helps Bring New Life 

to Staunton’s Newtown Neighborhood 

Whether redeveloping large sections 

of a neighborhood or rehabilitating 

just a few buildings, localities across 

Virginia are taking advantage of 

Virginia Housing Development 

Authority (VHDA) planning grants.  

One of the most recent grant 

recipients is Staunton.  ―Historically, 

applying for grants is a royal pain,‖ 

said Wanda Yvonne Stevens, 

Executive Director for the Staunton 

Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority.  ―But my first thought 

when I started working on a planning 

grant for VHDA was ‗Wow! This is 

so easy!‘‖  

 Since every revitalization 

project is as unique as the 

community it involves, VHDA‘s 

grant application requests only 

general information that includes:  

Å  Description of locality 

actions 

Å  Area profile/description 

Å  Current timeline for the 

plan 

Å  Rationale for the planning 

grant 

Å  Estimated total cost of the 

plan 

Å  Anticipated outcome for 

the area as a result of the 

plan 

 VHDA planning grants 

provide funding to help localities 

revitalize their communities and 

develop mixed-use/mixed-income 

development opportunities.  Only the 

locality or a redevelopment and 

housing authority can apply for the 

grant.  The only other grant 

requirement is that the proposed 

project must include a mixed-use 

component with housing 

opportunities. 

 Staunton used its $10,000 

grant as part of a homeownership 

plan to rehabilitate single family 

homes on the perimeter of its 

historic Newtown neighborhood.  

This mixed-income homeownership 

element is part of the broader 

revitalization plan for the 

community which may also include 

rental and neighborhood retail 

opportunities.  Grant funds were 

used to develop architectural 

drawings and schematics that will 

help bring the plan for their 

revitalization project to life.  ―Once 

it‘s easier for everyone to visualize 

what we have in mind—which 

includes rehabilitating a small 

neighborhood store as part of our 

mixed-use component—we can 

move forward with getting the 

entire community on board,‖ said 

Stevens. 

In addition to community 

support, a VHDA planning grant 

can often help a locality obtain 

additional financing that requires 

matching or leveraged funds.  

―VHDA is such a proponent in 

assisting communities with 

revitalization,‖ Stevens said. ―They 

not only make the grant process 

easy, they bring to the table other 

opportunities that can make a 

project holistic. Their help has 

allowed us to say, now we can get 

something going.‖ 
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In an effort to provide bidding and 

contracting opportunities to area 

minority and women-owned 

businesses, Richmond 

Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority (RRHA) and Crosland 

Developers, LLC held a Bid Process 

Meeting on January 26 for a planned, 

wood-framed residential 

redevelopment in RRHA‘s Dove 

community.  Crosland was approved 

as RRHA‘s development partner in 

October 2010 by RRHA‘s Board of 

Commissioners. 

 Meeting participants received 

an overview of the redevelopment 

plan, and minority businesses learned 

more about how they can get involved 

in various projects related to the Dove 

Street revitalization, which is slated to 

create a total of 311 mixed-income 

units in the Dove community.  The 

project will be executed in five phases 

over five years.  The first phase will 

include the construction of 

approximately 133 residential units, 

site development and infrastructure 

work.  The completed Dove Street 

community will consist of 

multifamily rental and single family 

home ownership units, along with a 

newly-constructed school and park.  It 

will include one, two, and three 

bedroom floor plans in single family, 

duplex, triplex, quad and eight unit 

multifamily building types.   

 The redevelopment 

construction start is scheduled for 

January 2012.  RRHA residents can 

receive employment opportunities 

throughout the Dove construction via 

Section 3, a HUD program that allows 

qualified low-income residents to gain 

access to jobs created by construction 

projects in their communities.   

 

Minority and Women-

Owned Businesses Learn 

About Opportunities in 

RRHA’s Dove Street 

Revitalization Plan  



coming soon >>> 

In The Next Issue 

Articles which spotlight 

innovative projects and 

programs undertaken by 

VAHCDO member agencies 

and their partners are needed 

for future VAHCDO Review 

issues. 

E-mail articles, photographs, 

and illustrations to Rick 

Hanson, VAHCDO VP for 

Public Affairs, rhanson@james

-city.va.us.  Please send 

photographs and other images 

separately as JPEG files, if 

possible. 

Please submit materials for the 

Fall/Winter issue by 

September 1, 2010 

Visit VAHCDO’s  website.  

See announcements of current 

training opportunities, 

seminars, and conferences.  

Register on line.  View the 

member directory, links to 

housing resources and much 

more at www.vahcdo.org. 

HRHA Executive Director Retires 

After 37 years with the 

Hampton Redevelopment and 

Housing Authority (HRHA), Frank 

Lofurno retired on March 31st.  He 

began his career at HRHA in 1974 and 

held various positions over the years 

before being appointed Executive 

Director by the Board of 

Commissioners beginning January 

2002.  During his tenure, Lofurno was 

actively involved in the development, 

rehabilitation, and diversification of 

Hampton‘s affordable housing and the 

revitalization of Hampton‘s 

neighborhoods. 

Frank served on the 

VAHCDO Board for 10 years 

beginning in 1988 as Vice President 

for Professional Development and 

ending in 1997 as Past President.  He 

also served many years on the 

Southeastern Regional Council of 

National Association of Housing and 

Redevelopment Officials (SERC-

NAHRO) representing Hampton and 

the State of Virginia from 1990 as the 

Virginia Representative to the 

Executive Board through 2011 as Past 

President, and served NAHRO in 

various capacities from 1999 through 

2011. 

Lofurno recently commented 

for the HRHA‘s employee newsletter 

that, ―The Authority has been a great 

place to spend the majority of my 

career.  It has afforded me the 

opportunity to learn and grow and 

provided a very healthy environment 

and livelihood for Lee and I to raise 

and educate our sons.  It is now time 

for us to move on to another chapter in 

our lives.  The first most exciting event 

will be the birth of our fifth 

grandchild.  I have been blessed to 

have had the opportunity to work with 

a great group of dedicated staff over 

the years.  I wish each of you the best 

in the future, and I hope that your 

employment here will be as rewarding 

for you as it has been for me.‖ 

RRHA’s CEO  Heading to Leadership Role in Baltimore 

 Richmond Redevelopment 

and Housing Authority (RRHA) 

announces the departure of Anthony 

Scott as Chief Executive Officer of 

RRHA.  Scott, who joined RRHA in 

November 2005 as Deputy Executive 

Director of Community Revitalization, 

will soon take on a new position as 

Deputy Executive Director for 

Baltimore Housing.  During his tenure 

at RRHA, Scott strengthened existing 

partnerships and built new ones to 

support the agency‘s mission to be the 

catalyst for quality affordable housing 

and community revitalization.  He 

spearheaded major initiatives such as 

the Master Planning and 

implementation of the Dove Street 

redevelopment project, as well as the 

Master Planning for North Jackson.  

Scott also worked closely with the 

Mayor‘s Office to redevelop 

downtown Richmond through the 

transformation of the Miller and 

Rhoads building into the Hilton 

Garden Inn and the Thalhimer building 

into CenterStage.  

 Maxine Cholmondeley, 

RRHA‘s general counsel, will serve as 

interim CEO of RRHA and will work 

together with the Board of 

Commissioners and RRHA senior 

management to assure the same levels 

of high quality service during the 

transition period.   

mailto:rhanson@james-city.va.us
mailto:rhanson@james-city.va.us

